Guest Column

Reps. Pat Lantz and Derek Kilmer

Protecting our children and leaving politics at the door
As a grandmother and an expectant father, respectively, we have never felt more strongly about the need to protect all of our children.

We have been working with our colleagues from both sides of the aisle to craft bills that will catch more sex offenders, convict more sex offenders, and protect more children.  Key to this goal are bi-partisan bills we’re co-sponsoring:

To Catch more offenders:

· HB 2408 Changes the statute of limitations for sex offenses committed against children to allow prosecutors to use DNA evidence to identify perpetrators of sex crimes any time after the commission of the crime

· HB 2410 Makes the possession of child pornography a sex offense. 

To Convict more offenders:

· HB 2411 Creates a minimum sentence of 25 years to life for offenders who use force in the commission of rape of a child (under age 15) in the first degree or child molestation in the first degree and 25 years to life for offenders who are strangers to the victim.  

· HB 2412 Increasing penalties for failure to register as a sex offender.  

To Protect our Children:

· HB 2407 Electronic monitoring of sex offenders that have committed the most serious sex offenses. 

· HB 2409 Makes sex offenders register within 72 hours of moving to Washington and toughens rules on how homeless offenders are monitored. 

· HB 2454 Protecting communication between sexual assault advocates and victims 

· HB 2576 Establishes a sexual assault protection orders, so that sexual assault victims can be protected from contact with a perpetrator.

Additionally, we have co-sponsored a package of sex predator bills at the request of the State Attorney General, Rob McKenna, a Republican.  

In spite of all this, a partisan interest group has been making bogus phone calls to try and get you to believe that nothing is happening to protect our kids.  Their claims are flat out untrue.

On the first day of this Legislative session, some legislators attempted to force an immediate vote on a 116-page bill that hadn't even been read by prosecutors, police officers, and victims' advocates, nor by our colleagues in the House.  An issue as important as our children’s safety deserves more than a 5-minute glance by legislators.  Additionally, approving that motion would have meant cutting the public out of the process.  Victims and their advocates asked us not to do that.  And we weren’t willing to do that. 

Sadly – though perhaps not surprisingly – partisan-interest groups outside the Legislature are spending thousands of dollars making phone calls in our area, trying to use this issue for political gain.  

But protecting our kids is too important for partisan gimmicks.  Police, prosecutors, and, most importantly, victims, deserve to be heard on this critical issue.  We need their input to develop the tools needed to catch and convict these atrocious predators and protect our kids.  

Despite what those outrageous phone calls would have folks think, we are moving quickly and aggressively on these issues.  This week – the first week of session – there were public hearings on all of the bills above, including the 116-page proposal.  

We’ll continue to listen to prosecutors, police officers, and victims’ advocates, all of whom testified in support of the bills we’ve sponsored.  And we’ll continue to listen to all of you.  We promise to carefully evaluate all of these proposals and do what is best for kids.

We're confident that we will approve legislation this year that will move us forward on the path to making and keeping our children safe.
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